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The following is a verbatim reproduction, line for line, 
page for page, of the only known copy of the Confession of 
Faith of Early Baptist Churches, printed in the year 1651. 
The Confession was, perhaps, issued first by itself, and not 
until afterwards as an integral part of a curious theological 
work, entitled : 

The Creation and Fall of the First Adam reviewed ; 
Shewing what he was by Creation, and other Accommodation, 
and what he lost by Degeneration. Also Nature's Vindication, 
pleading that it is neither sinfull, vile, nor corrupt : And many 
Objections answered. With a distinction betwixt the Humane 
and Divine Nature, Natures inability to spiritual Attainments 
without the free gift of God ; and the excellent use of Natures 
Vindication, in point of Prayer, Preaching, Magistracy, Warr. 
By Capt. Robert Everard Whereunto is annexed the Faith 
and Order of thirty Congregations by joynt consent. 

This work was printed in 1652, the Confession was 
printed in 1651. The only copy yet discovered is bound at 
the end of Captain Everard's book, with separate pagination 
as in this reprint. 

The reproduction of " The Faith and Practise ** was 
executed under the personal supervision of the late Mr. 
John Taylor, of Northampton, who obtained for the purpose 



the courteous loan of the original tract from Chilwell College 
Library, Nottingham. The reprint was made more than 
twenty years ago with the scrupulous carefulness and in- 
variable accuracy which marked all Mr. Taylor's historical 
publications. He bestowed, if possible, additional care upon 
this tract, for it was the aspiration of his life to issue an am- 
bitious historical work on Confessions of Faith. This early 
local confession was to be the chief of an exhaustive 
collection of Confessions of Faith from all parts of the world, 
and was to be the basis for biographies of the signatories, 
and histories of the churches they represented. In pursuit 
of these objects, Mr. Taylor, disregarding expense and 
trouble, ransacked public and private libraries in both 
hemispheres. The mass of information collected during a 
period approaching forty years is so great, that though nearly 
one hundred pages are in type, it is to be feared that no one 
will be found with the ability and leisure to prepare the re- 
mainder for publication. It has, therefore, been decided 
to issue ** The Faith and Practise *' without addition, in 
the hope that at some time in the future a worthy student 
of Nonconformist history will arise to complete the work 
so conscientiously begun. 



The 

FAITH 

AND 

PRACTISE 

Of Thirty 

(Congregations, 

Gathered according to the 

Primitive Pattern. 

Publifhed (in love) by confent of two from 
each Congregation, appointed for that purpofe. 

1. To inform thofe who have a defire to know what 
Religious Duties they hold forth. 

2. To undeceive thofe that are mif-informed thereof. 

3. To the end the faid Congregations may in love, 
and the fpirit of Meeknefs, be informed by any 
that conceive they walk amifs. 

Rom. 12. 18. If it be possible, as much as in you is, 
have Peace with all men, 

London, Printed by J, M, for Will, Lamar, 
at the Blackmore neer Fleet-bridge, i6ji. 





To all the Saints and Churclies of God, 
who walk according to the commands 
of Jefus Chrift, in England, Wales, 
Army, or elfe-where. 

Early Beloved, and Fellow Citizens 
of the houfhold of God, Grace, 
Mercy, and Peace be ipultiplyed 
unto you from God, through Jefus 
Chrift 3 The Lord preferve your 
minds and hearts by his holy Spirit, with all 
thofe gifts of his Free Grace which he hath 
beftowed upon you, to adorn the doctrine of 
the Gofpel in every thing whereunto ye are 
called, to live to the glory and praife of his 
Grace. 

Loving Brethren, if we could have con- 
veniently convayed this Copie unto your 
hands before it went to the Prefs, doubtlefs 
we might have gained your Chriftian Ad- 
vice and Affiftance herein, which might 
have been very Beneficial to the Truth, 
wherein you are with us alike concerned and 
engaged 5 but by reafon of the diftance of 

A 2 place. 
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To the Reader. 

place, and alfo being unacquainted, hath 
hindred our fending ; but we hope our for- 
wardnefs herein wilf not be any hinderance 
to you for the future, to manifef t your con- 
currence with us, fo far as we own the 
Truth J for the preferving our Unioq with 
Grod, and our Joy and Peace with each 
other, but the rather to give you occafion to 
make ufe of the Ability and Power God 
hath betrufted you with, for our Informati- 
ons in what you judge is wanting, and for 
our further Confirmation and Encourage- 
ment in thofe things you approve of with us, 
have we publifhed this enfuing Treatife 5 
that fo we may agree with love in peace and 
truth, by the Afllftance of our bleffed Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift. So with our 
Prayers, we fubfcribe our felves 

Your Servants in the Lord. 
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The Names of the Sub- 
fcribers, with the places 
of their Meetings. 



Rutland, 



Tohn Freeman, ) , -o i 
W.-Dalby. j f^'" ^"'•'^y- 

James Tentoft. ) o rr,, 
Anthony Suell. j ^"^ ^^"'P- 

Abraham Day. ) n rn* 
Matthew Ley. j ^""^ T"^"^^" 

Warwick/hire, 
I'Vm.^ins. ] f°' Eafonhall. 

Rich. Wills. \f jj, _f^ 
Thorn. Jefies. } ^°' ^'^^'^ 

Nortkamptonfhire, 

Benjamin Morley. 7 r « r^i. 
Francis Stanley. } ^''^ Ravenfthorp. 

A ,3 John 



1 
I 

I 

« 

I 



Lincoln/hire. 



John Lupton. \ ^^^ Tatterfhall. 
Will. Codlyn. ) 

Thomas Drewry. ) ^^^ Golsby. 
Richard Drewry. ) 

Ralph James, ) fo^ North WilUngham. 
Daniel Clefman. ) 

Valentine James. ) ^^^ Lincoln. 
John Johnjohns. ) 

Richard Craford. ) ^^^ fiofton. 
Edward Cock. ) 

William Barnes. ) f^ Swynefhead. 
William Hart. ) 

io. Lacye. ) f^ Surflet. 
.obert Maffey. ) 

Robert Pecke. ) ^ ^^ ,. 
Jo. Beaver. { for Thurlby. 
Robert Dyer. ) 

Greg. Allen. 1 f^, Blankney. 
John Lacas. ) 

Robert Tompfon. 1 for Leafmgham. 
Richard Machyn. ) 

Thomas 
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Lincoln/hire. 

Thorn. Everard Sen. ) . ' „ 
Robert Anglefhaw. j ^^^ VVelby. 

John Allen, ) ^ «, ,, 
Robert Cock. ] ^°'' Westby. 

Leicefterfhire. 
John Parker, ) - „, , , 
Henry Redgate. ] *^^ Waltham. 

Thomas Webfter. ) o « , «, . 
Nathan Jones. ] ^^^ ^^^^ Shulton. 

George Moore. 1 ^ „., . . , 
Robert Hebb. ] ^^"^wicke. 

Thomas Morrice. ) ^ _. 
Thomas Townefend. j *^^ Bittefwell. 

Robert Fielding. 7 ^ ^, 

William Kendall, j ^^^ Mountforril . 

Richard Lay. ) -. _,,. ^ 
WiUiam Franke. j ^^^ Wimefwould. 

WiUiam Parker. 7 ^ xt . 
WiUiam Wilde, j **^^ Normmgton. 

William Poole. "). ^^ ^^. 
William Burdet. j ^°'* Theddmgworth. 

-^ 4 Coniers 
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Leicefierfhire, 

Coniers Conigrave. ) ^^ Lej^fter. 
Thomas Rogers, j 

HunHngtonfhire, 

Edmund Male. ) r ^ i7^„«„r*«„*«„ 
Thomas Cocks. ! ^°' Fennyftanton. 

OjpfordPiire, 

lohn Danvers. 1 f^^ g^^j 
lohn Numan. > ^ 

Bedford/hire. 
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( X ) 

The Faith and Practife of 
thirty Congregations. 

£ Z E K. 43. II. 

And if they he qfhamed of all that they 
have done, f hew them the form of the hoiife, 
and the Jqfhion thereof, and the goings out 
thereof, and the comings in thereof, and all 
the forms thereof, and all the ordinances 
thereof, and all the laws thereof; and write 
it in their fight, that they may kfiep the whole 
form thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, 
and do them. 

M A T T H . 5. 16. 
Let your light fofhine before men, &c. 

H £ B R . 3. 6. 
• But Chrift as a Son, over his own &c. 

!• S^fHat that God whom we acknow- 
ledge, ought to be worfhipped by 
all, and above all that are called 

Gods, and he is Infinite in power and 

wifdom, univerfal, invifible, eternal. Pf 96. 

3. 4. ler. 23. 24. Col. I. 17. Rom. i. 20. 

That 




( 2 ) 

2. That Grod created all creatures vill- 
ble and invifible, by his own wilHome and 
power, CoL i. i6. For by him were all 
things created that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth vifible and invifible &c. ler, 
lo. 12. He hath made the earth by his 
power, he hath eftablifhed the world by his 
wifdome, and hath flretched out the 
heavens by his difcretion. 

3. That God preferveth all creatures 
which are in being. Nehemiah. 9. 6. 
Thou, even thou art Lord alone, thou haft 
made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with 
all their hofls, the earth and all the things 
that are therein, the Seas, and all that is 
therein, and thou preferveth them all &c. 
Rom. II. 36. 

4. That the creation doth plainly de- 
clare the Power and Righteoufnefs of 
Gk)d; Rom. i. 20. For the invifible 
things of him from the creation of the world, 
are dearly feen, being underftood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead, &c. fsa. 40. 26. 

5. That Grod commandeth men to take 
a view of his Wife, Powerful, and Righte- 
ous workes of creation. Isa. 40. 26. 

Lift 



(3) . 

Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who 
hath created thefe things 5 &c. 

6. That God by his good creatures 
called or calleth men to* a ferious confider- 
ation, or meditation, that they may further 
underftand his Wifdom and Power, Rom. 
I. 20. For the invifible things of him &c. 

7. That God doth command men to 
fpeak or declare that which they have 
learned by the teaching of the creatures 3 
Pfal, 145. 5. I will fpeak of the glorious 
honour of thy Maieftie, and of thy wondrous 
works. 

8. That the confideration of the Lord's 
handyworks in creatures, is a means to be- 
get thoughts of God, and of our felves, 
futable to his greatnefs, and our inferior- 
ity 5 PfaL 8. 3, 4. When I confider thy 
heavens,- the work of thy fingers, &c. What 
is man, that thou art mindful of him ? &c. 

9. That whatfoever good Meditations, 
or ferious Confiderations we have of the 
glorious works of Creation, ought to break 
forth with admiration unto thankfulnefs to 
God, PfaL 136. Jrom ver. 3. to ver, 9. 
Praife the Lord, for the Lord is good, &c. 

10. That thofe which did refufe to wor- 

fhip 
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fhip or glorifie Grod anfwerably to the 
teaching of the CreatioD, the Lord gave 
them over, or forfook them fo far, that they 
became fo defperately wicked> that they 
did things contrary to nature, Rom. i. 

26, 27. For this caufe Grod gave them up 
unto vile afiections : for even their women 
did change the natural ule, into that which 
is againft nature : And likewife alfo the 
men, leaving the natural ufe of the woman, 
burned in their luft> &c. 

11. Grod created • or made Adam a 
living foul, and in his own Likenefs in 
Soveraignty or Dominion; Gen. i. 26. 
And God faid, let us make man in our 
Image, after our Likenels; and let him 
have dominion over the £fh of the Sea, and 
over the fowl of the' Ayr, and over the 
Cattle, and over all the earth &c. and ver. 

27. So God Created man in his own 
image, &c. 

12. That God gave unto Adam 
Lawes or commands, that he might know 
his Will; Gen. 2. 16. 17. And the Lord 
Grod commanded the man iaying, of every 
TVee of the Garden thou mayeft freely eat : 
But of the TVee of the Knowledge of good 

and 
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and evilly thou fhalt not eat of it. &c. 

13. That God declared unto Adam 
what penalty or punifhment he would 
caufe to befall him, if he difobeyed his 
Will, Oen^ a. 17. For in the day that thou 
eateft thereof, thou shalt furely die. 

14. That Adam did fin or difobey the 
righteous commands of the Lord, Gen, 
3. 6. And when the woman faw that the 
Tree was good for food, and that it was plea- 
fant, &c. She took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat, and gave alfo unto her husband 
with her, and he did eat. 

15. That God told Adam very plainly 
what death it fhould be that he would 
caufe to come on him, and what forrows 
fhould attend him in the mean while 3 Gen, 
3. 17% And unto Adam he faidj Becaufe 
thou haft hearkned unto the voice of thy 
wife, and haft eaten of the Tree of which I 
commanded thee, faying, thou fhalt not eat 
of it, Curfed is the ground for thy fake 5 in 
forrow fhalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 
life, &c. and ver. 19. In the fweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou returne 
unto the ground : For out of it waft thou 
taken ; for duft thou art, and to duft &c. 

16. That 
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1 6. That all mankind are liable to par- 
take of the lame death or punifhment which 
the Lord in his righteous judgement caufed 
to fall on Adam for his tranfgreffion ; 
I Rom, j. 1 8. Therefore as by the offence of 

i one^ judgement came upon all men to con- 

I demnation, &c. 

* 17. That Jefus C7Ari/?, through (or by) 

! the grace of God^. iuffered death for all 

mankind, or every man j Heh. 2. 9. That 
he by the grace of God fhould tafte death for 
every man. 
f 18. That ChriJ} Jefus, the fecond 

Adam, will as certainly raife all mankind 
from that death which fell on them, 
through or by the firft Adam's fin or of- 
fence, as furely as they partake of it 5 Rom, 
5. 18. Even fo by the righteoufnefs of one, 
the free gift came upon all men unto Justi- 
fication of life. 

19. That ye/us ChriJ}, his Lordly or 
Kingly preheminencc over all mankind, is 
vindicated or maintained in the Scriptures 
account, by vertue of his dying or fufiering 
for them; Rom. 14. 9. For to this end, 
Chrift both dyed, and rofe, and revived; 
that he might be Lord both of the dead 
and living. ao* That 
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20. That God's Word, Son, or Spirit, 
are one, i loh, 5. 7. For there are three 
that beare witnefs in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoft, and thefe 
three are one : God the Father is faid to 
Sdnctifie i and the Son is faid to Sanctifie, 
alfo the holy Ghoft is £aid to Sanctifie j So 
they are one J yvde i. To thenti that are 
Sanctified by God the Father. Heh. 

10. 29. Who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of 
the covenant wherewith he was Sanctified, 
an unholy thing 5 &c. Rom, 15. 16. Being 
Sanctified by the holy Ghoft. 

God and his Word are one 5 loh. 
I. I. And the Word was God. The Word 
quickneth, Psal. 119. 50. Thy word 
hath quickned me. The Son quickeneth, 
Eph. 2. I. You hath, he quickned. &c. 
And the fpirit quickneth loh. 6. 6^. It is 
the Spirit that quickneth. So they are one. 
God giveth Gifts, and the Son doth the 
fame, also the holy Ghoft, So they are one. 
lam. I. 71. Every good gift, and every 
perfit gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, &c. Eph. 4. 10, 

11. He that defcended is the fame alfo that 

afcended 
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afcended, &c. And he gave fome Apoftles 
and fome Prophets^ &c. Acts. 2, 38 
And ye fliall receive the gift of the holy 
Ghoil. God's Word, and Power, and the 
holy Ghofl go together, doing one and the 
lame work. i. Thef. i. 5. For our Grof- 
pel came not unto you in Word onely, but alfo 
in power, and in the holy Ghofl. &c. There 
i is none goes to the Father, without the Son, 

neither to the Son without the Father, nor 
to either of them both, without the Spirit ; 
loh. 6. 44. No man can come to me, except 
the Father which hath ient me draw him. 
/o. 14. 6. No man cometh unto the Father 
but by me. Eph, i. 18. For through him 
we both have an accefs by one Spirit unto 
the Father, i Cor, la. 3. He that receiveth 
[ 8 the Son, receiveth the Father, and the Spirit 

L alfoj Math, 10. 40. He that receiveth 

r me, receiveth him that fent me : Gal, 3. 

f 2, Received ye the Spirit by the workes of 

the Law, or by the hearing of Faith ? 

ai. That the Lord of all mankind, 

yesus Christ, hath the power of giving 

Lawes for the governing or ruling every 

j man in the World in fpiritual worfhip, 

^'- Ifa, 9. 6, 7. For unto us is a Child bom, 

unto 
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unto us a Son is given, and the Government 
fhall be upon his fhoulder, Math. 28. 18. 
19, 20. 

22. That this Prince of Peace, J-efus 
Chrift, is the only or principal high Priest, 
which offered up lacrifice, or made recon- 
ciliation for the Sins of the people, Heh» 
2. 17. That he might be a merciful and 
faithful high Prieft in things pertaining to 
Grod, to make reconciliation for the Sins of 
the people. 

23. That the high Prieft yefiis Chrift, 
is not onely King or Govemour, but alfo 
the Apoftle or Prophet of the Truth pro- 
feffed, or the true profeffion of Saints 
Hel, 3. I. Confider the Apoftle and high 
Prieft of our profeffion, Chrift Jefus. 

24. That all the riches appertaining to 
a fpiritual and eternal life, were treafiired up 
in yefus Chrift, Col, 2. 3. In whom are 
hid all the treafures of wifdom and know- 
ledge. 

• 25. That there is not, neither ever was 
any man endued with any abilities and 
power to do the revealed will of God, but 
it was given him from above, lam, i. 17. 
Every good gift, and every perfect gift is 
from above &c. B 26. That 
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26. That the gifts of Grod fpring from 
the pleafure of his will, or of his free grace *, 
even the Lord ^efus Ckrijl fprung from 
thence, from whom commeth all Q)iritual 

I I mercies : Rom, 8. 32. He that fpared not 

his own Son, but delivered him up for us all : 
how fhall he not with him alfo freely give 
us all things, Heb. 2. 9. 

27. That lefus Chrift was faithful] in 
I all things whereunto he was appointed, 
j Heb. 3. I, 2. Confider the Apoftle and 

high priefl of our profefTion Chrifl lefus, 
who was faithfull to him that appointed 
him, &c. 

28. That lefus Chrift was not only the 
Lawmaker, but the Law giver to every 
man that liveth in the world, in that he 
giveth every man therein fome meafure of 
light. lo. I. 9. That was the true light 
which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world. 

29. That God of his free love giveth 
feveral gifts unto men, dividing feverally as 
it pleaieth him, by one and the fame fpirit ; 
I Cor. 12. II. But all thefe worketh that 
one and the felfe fame fpirit, dividing 
to every man feverally as he will, Eph. 4. 7. 

30 That 
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30. That the gifts of God given unto 
men of his own free grace, though never fo 
richly they be furnished both with abilities 
and power, yet thofe gifts of grace do not 
deroonHrate, or declare them to be faithfuU 
fervants^ but it doth very plainly prove, 
that they are called upon thereby to be 
faithfuU Servants 5 i Gor. 4. i. 2. Let 
a man fo account of us, as of the Ministers 
of Chrift, &c. Moreover it is required in 
Stewards, that a man be found faithful. 

31. That thofe gifts which God of his 
free grace gives unto men to the enabling or 
inpowering them to obey or believe in his 
name, are called the grace of God, as they 
fpring from the fpirit of grace} Acts, 18. 
17. Who when he was come, helped them 
much, which had believed through grace. 

32. That when God of his own boun- 
tifulnefs hath given gifts unto men to be 
improved by them to the praife of his grace, 
as to believe or obey, then thofe fo endued 
are Stewards of the grace of God, i FeU 
4. 10. As every man hath received the 
gift, even fo Minifter one unto another, 
as good Stewards of the manifold grace of 
God. 

B 2 ^i That 
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^^, That God requireth or command- 
eth fervice of men, aniwerable to thofe gifts 
of grace which he of his good pleafure 
hath beftowed upon them, Colos, 2. 6. 
As ye have therefore received Cbrft lefus 
the Lord, fo walke ye in him. loh. la. 37. 

34. That it is the gracious pleafure of 
! 3 I God, that lejus Chrift his life, death, and 

1 refurrection, should be made known unto 

^ men, and by roeu, as arguments, or motives, 

to allure or provoke them to live holy and 
, righteous in this prefent world ; Eph, 5. i. 

'[ 2. Be ye therefore followers of God as dear 

i children, and walke in love, as Chrift alfo 

|i| bath loved us, and given bimfelf for us, 

&c. Rom, 6. 4, to ver, 14. 

35. That God requireth that man 
I fhould worfhip him in Spirit and truth, or 

!l with all the heart, before they outwardly 

j make a profeil'ion of him: Acts. 8. ^6. 37« 

\ : And the Eunuch laid, if thou believed with 

all thine heart, thou mayefl &c. 

S6. That all actions performed by 

man towards (rod, ought to flow from a 

;i principle of Love; i. Cor, 13. i, a, 3. 

ijj Though I fpeak with the tongues of men 

and Angls, and have not Charity, I am be- 
come as founding brafs, &c. 37. That 
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37 That God loves man firlt, and de- 
clareth, or maketh known his love to men, 
before any man can Act from a principle of 
love in obedience to him, lo, 15. 16. Ye 
have not chofen me^ but I have . chofen 
you 5 &c. 

38. That vjrhofoever obeyeth God 
with thofe gifts of his free grace, (as a* 
bilities and power to do his will) never fo 
faithfully. Evangelically, or Unfainedly, 
giving him the glory of thofe performances 5 
yet thus believing or obeying doth not pro- 
cure falvation as eternal life, neither are they 
any caufe at all to move God to beftow it 5 
Ezek, 16, from ver, 3. to ver, 10. Thus 
iaith the Lord unto Jerufalem^ thy birth 
and thy Nativity is of the Land of Canaan, 
&c. I faid unto thee when thou waft in thy 
blood. Live 5 &c. Eph, 2. 9. Not of works, 
left any man fhould boaft^ Rom. 4. 2. 
yo. 15. 15. 

39. That the ground or principal end 
of mens believing or obeying God, ought 
to be for the advancing of the glory of 
God, or for the Praife of his free grace 5 
I. Cor, 6. 19, 20, What? know not ye that 
your bodie is the temple of the holy Ghost 

B 3 which 
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which ye have of CtocI? And ye are not 
your own J For ye are bought with a 
price : therefore glorifie God ; &c. 

40. That thofe which ferve or fear the 
Lord, honouring or glorifying him with his 
gifts bellowed on them, to the praife of his 
free grace, do demonstratively or openly 
manifeft themfelves to be his faithfull ier- 
vants, or children, i. /o. 3. 10. In this the 
Children of Grod are manifest; &c. Acts. 

10. 35- 

41. That thofe which ferve the Lord 
with integrity of mind and fpirit, impro- 
ving their abillities and power given unto 
them of God, to his glory and praife, are not 
only called faithful Servants, or the children 
of the living God, but they have the pro- 
tniies of God to be intrufted with more of 
the manifeftations of himfelf, which is cal- 
led the miflerie which hath bin hid from 
many ages, and generations, which the dif- 
obedient fhall not injoy. Cor. i. 26. 27. 
Even the miilery which hath bin hid from 
ages, &c. But now is made manifest to his 
Saints, to whom God would make known 
what is the glory of this mistery among the 
Gentiles^ which is Chrift in you, the hope 
of glory. 42 That 
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42. That thofe which love the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, fo as to walke in his appointed 
ways with that flrength of ability and 
power which God of his own mercy hath 
given unto, them, they fhall have peace of 
confcience, being freed from anguif h of fpirit, 
having their hearts comforted by the holy 
Ghoft J Rom, 2. 10. But glory, honour, and 
peace to every man that worketh good, &c. 

43. That all thofe that continue fted- 
faftly unto. the end of their lives, prefsing 
forward to the mark . (Jefus Chrift) that is 
fet before them, fhall not only have the 
comfort and joy which is a part of their 
portion in this life, but they fhall alfo have 
a Crown of eternal glory in the life to comej 
Rev, 22. 14. Bleffed are they that do his 
commandments, that they may have right 
to the tree of life, and may enter in thorow 
the gates into the City. 2. Tim, 4. 8. 

44. That God of his free grace or love, 
called or calleth finners to repentance, and 
afibrded or affordethfthem time or oppor- 
tunity to repent or returne unto him 3 Rom, 
4. 2. Or defpifeft thou the riches of his good- 
nefs &c, not knowing that the goodnefs of 
God leadeth thee to repentance ? 

B 4 45 That 
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45. That all tbofe who refufe to im* 
prove the gifts of grace which God hath 
afibrded thern^ fo that they repent not, nei- 
ther turne to him in obedience to his com- 
mands made manifefl unto them, they do 
defpife the goodness of (Jod or his free 
grace^ denying the Lord that bought them, 
and fo are liable to deftruction, i. Pet. 2. 
1, 2. But there were falfe prophets alfo 
among the people, even as there fhall be falfe 
teachers among you, who privily fhall bring 
in damnable herefies, even, denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon themfelves 
fwifl deftruction> &c. 

46. That whofoever shall preach, 
teach, or practife any doctrine in the wor- 
fhip of God, pretending it in the name of 
Jefus Chrifl, which is not to be heard or 
read of in the record of God, which was 
given by infpiration of the holy Grhoft -, fuch 
teachers are l3rable to the curfe of God, 
howfoever, countenanced by men. Gal, 
1. S,g, But though we, or an Angel from 
heaven preach any other Gofpel unto you 
then that which we have preached unto you^ 
let him be accurfed. 

47. That the Baptifme which the Lord 

Jefus 
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Jefus commanded his difciples to teach, 
ought to be known by every one, before 
they fubmit thiemfelves, or obey it 3 jists, 
2. 38. 41. Repent and be baptifed every one 
of you 'j &c. Then they that gladly received 
this word, were baptifed, &c. 

48. That the way and manner of bap- 
tif ing, both before the death of Chrift, and 
fince his refurection and afcension, was to 
go into the water, and to be baptifed ; 
Math, 3. 6. And were baptifed of him in 
Jordan, &c. Math, i. 5. and 8. 9. 

49. That when Baptifme is made 
known, or any other Action of obedience, 
then for men to refufe it, they are faid to re- 
ject the counfel of God againft themfelves ; 
Luk, 7. 30. But the Pharifees and Lawyers 
rejected the counfel of God againft them- 
felves, being not baptifed of him. 

jo. That thofe which received the 
word of God preached by the Miniftrie of 
the Gofpel, and were Baptized according 
to the Counfel of God, at the fame time or 
day they were of the vifible Church of 
God, Jets. 2. 41. And the fame day 
there were added unto the church about 
three thoufand 'souls. 

51. That 
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5 1 . That the only foundation of the Church 
of God, is the Doctrines of the Apoftles or 
Prophets, as they fpring from Jefus Chrift 
the chiefe corner ftone, whereon this or any- 
other people are to be built together as the 
houfe of Godj Eph. 2. 20, 21. And are 
built upon the Foundation of the Apoftles 
and Prophets, Chrift Jefus himfelf being the 
chief corner ftone, &c. 

52. That the chief or only ends of a peo- 
ple baptifed according to the counfel of 
God, when they meet together as the con- 
gregation or fellowfhip of Chrift, are, or 
ought to be, for to walk futably 3 or to give 
up themfelves unto a holy conformity to all 
the Laws or Ordinances of Jefus Chrift, 
anfwerable to the gifts and graces received, 
improving them for the glory of God, and . 
the edification of each other in love, Eph, 
4. 15, 16. But fpeaking the truth in love, 
may grow up into him in all things, which is 
the head, even Chrift: From whom the 
whole body fitly joyned together, &c. mak- 
eth increafe of the body, unto the edifying of 
it felf in love. 

53. That Jefus Chrifl took Bread, and 
the juice of the Vine, and brake^ and gave 

to 
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to his Difciples, to eat and drink with 
thanklgiving 5 which practife *is left upon 
record as a memorial of his fufFering, to 
continue in the Church until! he come a- 
gain J I. Cor, 11. 23, 24, 25, 26. The Lord 
Jefus the fame night in which he was be- 
trayed, took bread 3 and when he had given 
thanks, he brake it, and faid, take, eat, this is 
my body which is broken for you -, this do in 
remembrance of me. After the fame man- 
ner alfo he took the cup, &c. For as often 
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do fhow the Lords death till he come. 

54. That the Church ought to call upon 
God, feeking him by prayer in the name of 
Jefus Cbrift, and to be thankful to him for 
mercies received, founding forth his praifes 
with underftanding. Eph. 6. 16, 17, 18. 
Praying alwayes with all prayer and fuppli- 
cation in the Spirit, and watching thereun- 
to with all perfeverance, and fupplication for 
all Saints. 

55. That if any one of the fellowfhip 
neglect the watching over his own heart, 
and fo break out into an evill life and con- 
verfation, and all good meanes that God 
hath appointed hath been ufed towards 

fuch 
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fuch a one^ and that perfon hath not per- 
formed, theh ought not fuch a one to break 
bread with obedient walkers, to fhew forth 
the death of Chrift, feeing he doth deny 
him in life and converfation 3 i Cor, j. 12. 
If any man that is called a brother be a for- 
nicator, or covetous, or an Idolater, or a rai- 
ler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, with 
fuch a one, no, not to eate. 

5 6. That the people of God ought to have 
a tender refpect towards them, as long as 
there is any hope of being inftrumental in the 
ufe of that means which God hath appointed 
for the recovering them out of the fnare of 
fin or wickednefs, 2 Thef. 3. 14, ij. And if 
any man obey not our word by this £piftle^ 
note that man, & have no company with him, 
that he may be afhamed -, yet count him not 
as an enemy, but admonifh him as a brother. 

57. That there be contributions made 
for the relief of thofe that cannot help them- 
felves with food and rayment, that are wil- 
ling to the utmoft to put forth their ftrength 
and skill in fome lawful Way or Calling, 
efpecially thofe that are of the houfhold of 
Faith j fuch as through fickness or weak- 
nefs of body cannot labour. Gul. 6. 9. 10. 

As 



(21 ) 

As we have therefore opportunity, let us 
do good unto all men efpecially unto them, 
who are of the houfhold of faith. 

58. That it is the good pleafure of 
God, which hath given gifts of his grace 
to the Saints or Church of God, that fome 
of the gifted men fhould be appointed or 
fet apart to attend upon the preaching of 
the word, for the further edifying of the 
Churches, that they may be enabled to 
ftand againft all oppofitions according as 
neceffity requires, to the glory of God and 
their comfort. Eph, 4. 11, 21. And he 
gave fome Apoftles, and fome Prophets, 
and fome Evangelifts, and fome Paftors, 
and Teachers J For the perfecting of the 
Saints, for the work of the miniftry, for the 
edifying of the body of Chrift. 

59. That it is the will of God that thofe 
Saints or members of the fellowfhip which 
are appointed fo to fpend their labours in 
teaching or exhorting them in the know- 
ledge of God to their edification and con- 
folation, ought to have maintenance of 
thofe that receive fpiritual food by them. 
I Cor, 9. II. If we have fown unto you 
fpiritual things, is it a great thing if we 
f hall reape your carnal things ? 60 That 
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60. That the iDainteoance of the Mini- 
fters which labour in the Word of God, 
ought to be the free and Charitable Bene- 
volence, or the chearful contribution of 
thofe that acknowledge themfelves mem- 
bers of the fame fellowfhip ; 2 Cor. 9. 13. 
Whiles by the experiment of this miniftra- 
tion, they glorifie God for your profefled 
Subjection unto the Gk)fpel of Christ, and 
for your liberal diftribution unto them, and 
unto all men. 

61. That the fervants of God, or the 
Minifters of the Golpel, ought to be con- 
tent with necefjfary food and rayment, 
and to labour with their hands, that they 
may not be overchargeable, i Cor, 4. 12. 
becaufe they are to teach that doctrine to 
every member. Hel\ 13. 5. Let your con- 
verfation be without covetoufnefs 5 and be 
content with fuch thiogs as you have, &c. 

62. That thofe fervants of God which 
labour in the word much, and well, ought 
to be had in very good eltimation \ 1 Tim, 
5. 17* Let the Elders that rule well, be 
counted worthy of double honour, efpecially 
they who labour in the word and doctrine. 

6s. That the Church of Jefus Chrift 

ought 
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ought not to think of any man above what 
is meet, left that they give that honour to 
man, which properly and alone belongeth 
to God 5 Pfal, 115. I. Not unto us, O 
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory 5 &c. 2 Cor, 12. 6, 

64. That the Church hath directions of 
God to fet apart fome men that are fute- 
ably qualified, to overfee, or order the af- 
fairs concerning the poor diftreffed mem- 
bers of Chrift, that they may not be neg- 
lected, and fo perifh for want of food and 
rayment, and to take off that work from ly- 
ing too heavy upon the care of thofe which 
labour in the word and doctrine 3 Acts. 6. 3, 
4. Wherefore brethren, look ye out among you 
feven men of honeft report, full of the holy 
Ghoft, and Wifdom, whom we may appoint 
over this bufiness. But we will give our felves 
continually to prayer, and to the miniftry of 
the word. 

6^. That if the poor fearing God, can- 
not conveniently have a competent mainte- 
nance, for the fupply of their neceff ities in 
that fociety whereunto they muft com- 
monly refort, that then thofe men that have 
the care laid upon them, fend or give in- 
telligence 
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telligence to the other Churches or faints of 
God, who have ingaged themfelves by 
declaring their willingnefs towards the re- 
lief of fuch a diftreffed people, Rom, 15. 26. 
For it hath pleafed them of Macedonia, and 
Achaia, to make a certain contribution for 
the poor Saints which are at Jerufalem. 

66. That thofe men which the Church 
of God are to make fuch ufes of as the fet- 
ting them to minifter unto the faints in 
things fpiritual or temporall, it is required 
that the Church judge thofe men found in 
the faith, that their lives and converfations 
be unblameable, that thofe which are 
without, cannot have any juft occafion to 
fpeak reproachfully of them, that they be 
not covetous of filthy lucre, neither felf will- 
ed, but loving and patient towards all men, 
apt to teach, and to do good works anfwer- 
able to their abilities. Titus i. 7, 8. 9. For 
a Bifhop must be blame lefs, as the fteward 
of Grod, not felfwilled, not foon angry, not 
given to wine, no striker, not given to fil- 
thy lucre i but a lover of hofpitality, a lover 
of good men, fober, juft, holy, temperate &c. 
Acts 6. 3. 

67. That fome men amongft the brother- 

hood 
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hood who are able to judge in caufes of 
difierence that may arife betwixt them in 
the Church, may be approved or appointed 
to put an end thereto without partiality, that 
there may be no unneceffary ftrivings in the 
Law to vex one another 5 i Cor. 6. 5, 6, 7. 
I Ipeak to your f hame 5 is it fo that there is 
not a wife man amongft you ; no, not one, that 
fhall be able to judge between his brethren, 
&c. 

68. That whofoever of the Society or 
Qiurch of God which fhall wilfully or 
carelefly neglect any lawful way or calling, 
and fo fall into hunger and nakednefs, 
ought to be exhorted with love and meek- 
nefs, to labour with their abilities in fome 
honeft way or calling for their relief which 
being done orderly, and he or they will not 
reform, fo that futable exhortations take no 
place, fuch an one fhall be excluded or ex- 
communicated, as one that hath denyed the 
faith 3 I Tim, 5. 8. But if any provide not 
for his own, and efpecially for thofe of his 
own houfe, he hath denyed the faith, and is 
worfe then an Infidel. 

69. That the ofiended ought to proceed 
according to rule, not delaying or prolonging 

C time. 
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time> but out of a tender care> that their 
hearts may not be hardned by a cuftome in 
fin, that thereby the reclaiming of them from 
fin may be done with the lefs difficulty j Mat, 
i8. 15, 16, 17. Moreover, if thy Brother 
f hall trefpafs againfl thee, go and tell him his 
fault between thee and him alone} if he 
fhall hear thee, thou haft gained thy Brother : 
But if he will not hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more, &c. 

70. That if any controverfie fhould fo 
fall out, that the cafe cannot eafily be deter- 
mined by that fociety or church where it is 
firfl prefented, that then ufe be made of 
fome other fociety which they are in fellow- 
fhip with, for their affiflance therein ; Acts 
16. I, 2. And certain men which came 
down from Judea, taught the Brethren, and 
faidj £xcept ye be circumcifed after the 
manner of Mofes, ye . cannot be laved. 
When therefore Paul dnd Barnabas had no 
fmall difTention and difputation with them^ 
they determined that Paul and Barnabas, 
and certain other of them, fhould go up to 
Jerulalenr unto the Apollles and Elders, 
about this queftion. 

71. That there be an orderly improving 

thofe 
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thofe gifts that God of his free grace hath 
beftowed on the Saints, that one may not 
hinder another, but as occaf ion ferveth, one 
by one, fpeaking the things that they have 
learned of God, that the hearers may be 
profited, and fo put in a capacity to judge of 
things concerning the glory of God, and 
their own peace ; i Cor, 14. 30, 31. If any 
thing be revealed to another that fitteth by, 
let the firft hold his peace 5 for ye may all 
prophef ie one by one, that all may learn, &c. 

72. That if any one which hath been of 
the fellowfhip of Chrift, and hath fp far 
fubjected himfelf to temptations that he de- 
nyeth to live righteoufly, or in the fear and 
love of God and makes Ihip wrack of Faith 
and a good Confcience, for which he hath 
been excommunicated according to Order, 
that it be recorded, and made known to 
other the Churches, for prevention of evils 
in them J i Tim, i. 19,20. Holding faith 
and a good Confcience -, which fome having 
put away, concerning faith have made fhip- 
wrack, &c. Of whom is Hymneus and 
Alexander J &c. 

73. That Fafting and Prayer ought to be 
ufed, and the laying on of hands, for the 
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Ordaining of fervants or Officers to attend 
about the fervice of Godj j^cts 13. 3. 
And when they had fafted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them, they fent them 
away. 

74. That we ought to behave our felves^ 
towards all men, no otherwife then we 
would freely or cheerfully they in the like 
cafe (if it f hould fall out) f hould do toward 
US, and that we ought to feek a peaceable 
life with all men, as far as poffibly we can, 
keeping faith and a good confcience 3 Luke 
6. 31. And as ye would that men f hould do 
to you, doyealfo to them likewife. Rom. 12. 
18. If it be poff ible, as much as lyeth in you, 
live peaceably with all men. i Tim, i. 19. 
Holding faith and a good Confcience. 

75. That we ought to clear our felves, 
not only from evil Thoughts harbouring in 
our hearts, or the evils in life and converfa- 
tion; but as far as we can, vindicate our 
felves from all thole fcandalous afperf ions 
that daylie fall about our ears, fetting our 
good names on fire, to the difhonour of 
God, whereof many are the Inftruments by 
their wilful contrivances, or by the mif-infor- 
mations of others, which father upon us fuch 

principles 
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principles and practifes as we abhor, 
through ignorant miftakes cunnijigly fag- 
getted by fome evil willers at lea^ j i Cor. 
2, 17. For we are not as many, which cor- 
rupt the Word oiF Grbd : but ak of f incerity, 
but as of Grod, in the fight of God fpeak we 
in Chrift. 
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Poftjcript. 

THat we do own a Magiflratical power 
for the governing of this our Englilh 
Nation, to be determined in a jufl Parlia- 
mentary way \ and that we ought to pray 
for good Governors, and good Govern- 
ment 3 that we may live a peacable and 
godly life in all honefly ; ftanding ready at 
all times, as necefTity may require, to vindi- 
cate fuch a Magiftracy or Magiftrates, not 
only with arguments of found reafon, but 
alfo with our Eftates and Lives 3 that 
Righteoufnefs may reigne, and Vice may be 
I overthrown, without refpect of perfons. 
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